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DIVE WRECKS, NUMBER AND FISHING EXCLUSION ZONE 

2170. Mr B.K. Masters to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

(1) How many boats or other large objects have been sunk in Western Australian waters as dive wrecks? 

(2) How many boats or other large objects have been sunk in Western Australian waters as fishing wrecks 
(fish attracting devices or FADs)? 

(3) For dive wrecks, why is the Fisheries Department supporting a fishing exclusion zone around the 
wrecks of only 50 metres and not the 200 or 500 metre exclusion zone being requested by diving 
organisations and individuals? 

(4) Is the department concerned that fishers on fishing boats moored 50 metres from a dive wreck can 
easily cast their baited hook or lure over the wreck, thereby posing a danger to divers? 

(5) Is there any evidence to suggest that dive or FAD wrecks attract pelagic fish that might make these 
wrecks attractive to fishers for pelagic as opposed to benthic fish? 

(6) Is the department aware of several divers on the HMAS Swan at Dunsborough having been injured by 
fishing hooks caught up in the wreck’s marine growth or equipment? 

(7) Is there a submarine docked at the Stirling Naval base waiting a decision on its fate, with dive wreck or 
FAD wreck being two options for its use? 

(8) What is the currently favoured use for this submarine and when will a decision about its fate be made? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

(1) The Commonwealth Department of the Environment and Heritage has responsibility for regulation of 
the scuttling of ships in Australian waters under the Environmental Protection (Sea Dumping) Act 1981.  
This Department publishes a list of “Scuttled and Abandoned Ships in Australian Waters” which is 
available on their web site. 

Although there are numerous ship wrecks scattered along the coast of Western Australia, the 
Department of Fisheries is aware of only three vessels that have been sunk specifically to act as dive 
wrecks.  They are Cheynes III, a whale chaser scuttled in 1982 in King George Sound, the ex HMAS 
Swan at Dunsborough and the ex HMAS Perth at Albany.  However the Department is aware that there 
are a number of dive wreck proposals currently being progressed within the State including this 
Government’s West Coast Dive Park Project. 

(2) The Department of Fisheries has advised that to the best of the Department’s knowledge, in Western 
Australia only 2 structures have been placed on the sea floor, specifically for the purpose of acting as a 
site for fishing.  These are the “Seahorse”, a 15 metre vessel scuttled by the Carnarvon Artificial Reef 
Committee in February 1995 and an artificial reef constructed from tyres and deployed near 
Dunsborough in Geographe Bay by the Busselton Shire Council in conjunction with the South West 
Development Authority in the late 1980s. 

(3) It is not the case that the Department of Fisheries, as a matter of policy, supports 50 metre exclusion 
zones around dive wrecks.  The Department considers exclusion zones on a case by case basis, on the 
strength of the submissions presented to it by the community and relevant authorities, and provides 
advice to the Minister for Fisheries accordingly. 

Currently there are six wreck dive sites in the State that are closed to fishing under section 43 of the 
Fish Resources Management Act 1994 (see attached table).  All dive sites, with the exception of the 
Esperance Jetty site have exclusion zones of 200 metres or more.  The areas are closed in order to avoid 
conflict between divers and fishers and to allow enhanced opportunities for the observation of marine 
life. 

(4) Yes, in some cases this is a concern, and is one of the main reasons that the fishing exclusion zones 
around most dive wrecks have been set a distance greater than 50 metres in order to separate divers 
from fishers. 

(5) Yes, it is clear that some wrecks, particularly those with structure rising up into the water column, or to 
the surface, act as a focus for schooling pelagic fish or provide an opportunity for pelagic fish to forage. 

(6) Although the Department does not have first hand evidence that this has occurred, Fisheries Department 
staff and Voluntary Fisheries Liaison Officers are aware of a number of reported incidents.  A recent 
newspaper article in the Busselton-Margaret Times (2 October 2003) highlighted concerns about illegal 
fishing on the Swan wreck site. 
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(7)-(8)  This is an issue of negotiation between the Commonwealth and the State and therefore does not fall 
within my Portfolio.  [See paper No 1670.] 

__________ 
 


